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The Handicapped Children’s Protection Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-372) 
amended the Education of the Handicapped Act (EHA). Among other 
things, the 1986 legislation authorized courts to award reasonable attor- 
ney fees to parents who prevail in administrative proceedings or legal 
actions brought against state or local education agencies concerning edu- 
cation and related services for their handicapped children. The Congress 
took this action in response to a 1984 Supreme Court decision that pro- 
hibited the award of attorney fees for EHA proceedings when based upon 
the authority of other statutes authorizing such fees. The Court held 
that attorney fees could be awarded for EKA proceedings only if EHA 
provided for such fees. Before that decision, parents could seek reim- 
bursement for attorney fees under various other laws, such as the Reha- 
bilitation Act of 1973. 

The 1986 act also required GAO to conduct a national study of the impact 
of the law’s attorney fees provision. In discussions with your offices, we 
agreed to determine (1) the number of administrative decisions issued 
by hearing officers in administrative proceedings for fiscal years 1984 
through 1988, including information on the prevailing parties and kinds 
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of complaints, and (2) similar data for civil court actions. As required by 
Public Law 99-372, we provided an interim briefing to your staffs in 
March 1988. A final briefing was provided on September 22, 1989. This 
report summarizes the material presented in these briefings. 

To obtain the requested information, we surveyed the offices of the 
directors of special education in the 50 states and the District of Colum- 
bia. For each of the five fiscal years (1984-88) for which data were 
requested, we obtained information on (1) the number of administrative 
hearings scheduled; (2) the number of administrative decisions issued by 
hearing officers; (3) how often parents prevailed in administrative hear- 
ings and whether they were represented by attorneys; (4) the kind and 
number of complaints cited in written administrative hearing decisions; 
(5) the kind and number of complaints that were appealed; and (6) the 
kind and number of complaints cited in civil action decisions and how 
often parents prevailed in such complaints. We also obtained available 
information on the total amount of attorney fees paid by state or local 
education agencies to parents of handicapped children under the act 
during fiscal years 1987 and 1988. All of the state education agencies 
responded to our request for information. Appendix I provides summary 
information, and appendix II provides detailed data for each state. 

Background EHA, as amended, greatly expanded educational opportunities provided 
to handicapped children by requiring the states to provide a free and 
appropriate public education for such children. Among other things, it 
provided that an administrative hearing can be held before an impartial 
hearing officer in cases where a school district and parents cannot infor- 
mally agree on what special education and/or related services a handi- 
capped child should receive. The state hearing officer’s decision may be 
appealed to a state or federal court. 

Parents of handicapped children may choose to be represented by an 
attorney during both administrative hearings and court proceedings. 
Parents can receive reimbursement from state or local education agen- 
cies for some or all of their attorney fees if they are the prevailing party 
in all or part of administrative hearings and/or court proceedings. Sev- 
eral kinds of complaints can be involved in administrative hearings or 
court actions. Typically, complaints involve: whether a particular child 
is eligible under the act for service; whether the services the child 
receives are appropriate; whether the child has been placed in an appro- 
priate educational setting (for example, public or private facilities); 
whether the child needs related services (such as transportation and 
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physical therapy); and procedural issues that might hinder a child from 
receiving a free and appropriate education. Administrative hearings and 
court actions can often involve several complaints. 

Results in Brief The number of administrative hearings scheduled because of disagree- 
ments between parents and school districts increased 29 percent 
between fiscal years 1984 and 1988. But the number of administrative 
decisions remained fairly constant; the number of civil action decisions 
rendered was too small to determine a trend. (See table 1.) Together, 
these data indicate a trend toward informal resolution of disputes 
between parents and school districts. 

Educational placement issues were the most frequent type of complaint 
considered in both administrative hearings and civil action cases. The 
other types of complaints showed more variation in their relative fre- 
quency when comparing administrative hearings to civil actions. 

Table 1: Summary of Selected Data for 
All States (Fiscal Years 1984-88) Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
Administrative actions: 
Administrattve hearings scheduled 2.649 2,832 3,110 3,048 3.426 
Administratwe decisions by hearing officers 1,665 1,592 1,704 1,522 1 736 
Parents prevailed 700 699 709 668 763 
Civil actions: 
Complatnts 94 83 93 140 73 
Decisions 62 57 61 78 46 
Parents prevailed 39 44 36 57 33 

Overall, parents prevailed in all or part of about 43 percent of the 
administrative decisions prepared by administrative hearing officers, 
and about 43 percent of the complaints involved in civil action cases. 
during the 5-year period. Parents who were represented by attorneys in 
administrative hearings accounted for 59 percent of the cases in which 
parents prevailed. Since passage of the Handicapped Children’s Protibc’- 
tion Act, parents have increased their use of attorneys in administratix,e 
hearings, though we cannot conclude that the increase resulted from the 
act. 
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The reported amount of attorney fees awarded in the states that have 
such information has not been large, but it more than doubled from fis- 
cal year 1987 to 1988 (about $157,000 to about $387,000). However, 
about three-quarters of the state education agencies did not maintain 
statewide information on the amount of attorney fees awarded to par- 
ents who prevailed in administrative hearings or court actions. Because 
they cover such a small portion of the states, we believe the financial 
data we obtained from state officials significantly understate state and 
local education agencies’ actual annual expenditures for attorney fees 
awarded to parents. 

More Issues Being 
Settled Informally 

States reported that the number of administrative hearings scheduled 
between parents and school districts increased from 2,649 in fiscal year 
1984 to 3,426 in 1988 (29 percent). Because increases occurred almost 
every year, it is unclear whether the increase can be attributed to Public 
Law 99-372’s passage in 1986. During the same 5-year period, adminis- 
trative decisions issued by hearing officers increased by only 4 percent 
(from 1,665 to 1,736), which would indicate that more disputes are 
being settled informally. The annual number of civil action decisions 
declined from 62 in fiscal year 1984 to 46 in fiscal year 1988, after peak- 
ing at 78 in fiscal year 1987. 

Issues Involved in 
Complaints Against 
School Districts 

In both administrative hearings and court cases, disagreement over edu- 
cational placement was the most frequent subject of complaints in each 
of the five years studied. They accounted for about 38 percent of all 
disputes in both administrative hearings and civil actions. The other 
types of complaints showed more variation in their relative frequency 
when comparing administrative hearings to civil actions. (See table 2.) 

Table 2: Types of Complaints Brought 
Against School Districts (Fiscal Years 
1984-88) Complaint 

Eligibility 

Appropriateness 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Total 

Administrative hearings 
Number Percent 

2,392 22 

2,025 18 

1,141 10 

4,195 38 

1,300 12 

11.053 100 

Civil actions 
Number Percent ~__ 

41 8 

105 22 
-- 37 8 

185 38 

115 24 
- 483 100 

Page 4 GAO/HRIMO-22BR Special Frfucation 



B-234013 

Increased 
Representation by 
Attorneys 

Parents have become more likely to hire attorneys to represent their 
children’s interests in administrative hearings. In 1988,54 percent of all 
parents whose cases were involved in administrative decisions were rep- 
resented by attorneys, as compared to about 48 percent in each of the 
three preceding years and 41 percent in 1984. Because the general trend 
has been upward, it is unclear whether the increase can be associated 
with Public Law 99-372’s passage in 1986. 

Parents were successful in a higher percentage of their cases when they 
employed attorneys to represent them. Overall, for the 5-year period, 
parents prevailed 43 percent of the time in all or part of administrative 
hearing decisions, but of those parents who were successful, 59 percent 
had attorneys. 

Information on 
Attorney Fees 
Awarded Is 
Incomplete 

- 
Most of the nation’s state education agencies had no records of the 
amount of attorney fees awarded to parents. Thus, we were unable to 
fully gauge the Handicapped Children’s Protection Act’s impact on 
attorney fee reimbursements. 

Thirteen states collected data on attorney fee awards in fiscal yea! 
1987. Six of those states reported that they paid no attorney fees to 
parents; one state told us that attorney fee award data had been col- 
lected but were not readily available. The other six states reported that 
they and/or school districts in their states had paid a total of $1.57.000 
in such awards. For fiscal year 1988, 14 states collected attorney feth 
award data. Again, six states reported that they paid no attorney ftbes to 
parents, and one state reported that data were not readily available. The 
other seven states paid a total of $387,000 in such fees. 

The Handicapped Children’s Protection Act does not require stat tals t () 
collect information on such awards, and about three-quarters of t htb 
states had no information on the amount of attorney fees awardthd In 
the aggregate, those states reported that parents whose cases wxlrt’ rtlp- 
resented by attorneys prevailed in all or part of 454 administrat iL.1’ cit~i- 
sions and 19 complaints in court actions in fiscal year 1988. Prt~~rlnl.lt~ly. 
many of those parents were awarded attorney fees, so that thch ;i( t 11.11 
amount paid to parents was likely much higher than the data r-t~l~~ III I pi 
to us would indicate. 

-- 
We are sending copies of this report to other congressional cortm I I ‘I ‘t Y 
the Secretary of Education, the Director of the Office of Managcsrllt 11: 
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and Budget, and the state directors of special education in the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. We will also make copies available to 
others upon request. If you have questions about the information 
reported, please contact me at (202) 275-5365. Other major contributors 
to this report are listed in appendix IV. 

William J. Gainer 
Director, Education and 

Employment Issues 
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Special Education: The Attorney Fees Provision 
of Public Law 99-372 

Introduction The Congress enacted the Education for All Handicapped Children Act 
(P.L.94-142) in 1975. This legislation amended part B of the Education 
of the Handicapped Act (EHA) and greatly expanded educational oppor- 
tunities provided to handicapped children by requiring state and local 
agencies responsible for educating children to provide a free and appro- 
priate public education for all handicapped children, including those in 
public or private institutions and other facilities. All 50 states and the 
District of Columbia receive federal special education assistance and 
thus are covered by the legislation. Nearly 4.2 million handicapped stu- 
dents received services under EHA during school year 1987-88. 

EHA, as amended, established a number of procedural safeguards that all 
states receiving federal assistance for the education of the handicapped 
must follow. These safeguards included the rights of parents to 
(1) examine records relating to their child’s education, (2) obtain an 
independent evaluation of the child, and (3) receive written notice of 
any proposed changes to the way the child is to be educated. The law 
also provides that an administrative hearing can be held before an 
impartial hearing officer in cases where a school district and parents 
cannot informally agree on what special education and/or related ser- 
vices a handicapped child should receive. Unless the unsuccessful party 
in an administrative hearing appeals the decision to a state or federal 
district court, the state hearing officer’s written decision is final. 

In 1984, the Supreme Court ruled in Smith v. Robinson, 468 U.S. 992, 
that parents who prevail in disputes under EHA could not recover attor- 
ney fees under any other federal statute. The Court reasoned that if the 
Congress had intended for parents who prevail to be reimbursed for 
attorney fees, it would have spelled this out explicitly in the provisions 
of EHA. 

The Congress responded to this Supreme Court ruling by enacting Public 
Law 99-372, the Handicapped Children’s Protection Act of 1986. This 
legislation amended EHA by providing for the reimbursement of attorney 
fees and other associated costs when parents prevail in administrative 
hearings or court proceedings. 

Several types of complaints can be involved in administrative hearings 
or court actions. These include issues involving a child’s eligibility for 
service, receipt of appropriate service, placement in an appropriate edu- 
cational setting, receipt of related services needed for a handicapped 
child’s education, and procedural issues that might hinder a child from 
receiving a free and appropriate education. 
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Parents of handicapped children may choose to be represented by an 
attorney during both administrative hearings and court proceedings. 
Parents can receive reimbursement from state or local education agen- 
cies for some or all of their attorney fees and related expenses if they 
are the prevailing party in part or all of administrative hearings or court 
proceedings. Expert witness fees, cost of tests or evaluations found to be 
necessary during the case, and court costs for services rendered during 
administrative and court proceedings are examples of reimbursable 
expenses. 

To alleviate concerns that education funds would be used for settling 
lawsuits instead of teaching handicapped children, the Congress 
included several safeguards in the act to minimize unnecessary litiga- 
tion. Among these safeguards are that 

l only courts, not administrative hearing officers, are authorized to award 
fees, although the award can be the result of either an administrative 
decision or a court case; 

. attorney fees are to be awarded according to rates prevailing in the com- 
munity in which the action or proceeding arose for the type and quality 
of services furnished; 

. “bonuses” or “multipliers” traditionally used to increase attorney fees 
in cases that are particularly significant or when an attorney’s work has 
been especially outstanding are not permitted; and 

. parents generally are not eligible for reimbursement of attorney fees 
and costs after their rejection of a school system’s offer if the relief 
finally obtained by the parents is not more favorable to the parents than 
the offer of settlement. 

The act also provided that courts can reduce awards if (1) the parent 
unreasonably protracted the controversy, or (2) the time spent and legal 
services furnished were excessive considering the circumstances of the 
case. 
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Figure 1: 

w Study Objectives: 
Nationwide Data 

Collect data on administrative 
hearings and civil actions: 

l Fiscal years 1984-88 

l Prevailing party 

l Types of complaints 

l Attorney fees paid by state 
and local agencies 

Objectives, Scope, and Public Law 99-372 required GAO to conduct a study of the impact of 

Methodology 
EHA’S attorney fees provision. Specifically, the 1986 law required us to 
report on 

l the number of administrative decisions issued by hearing officers in 
administrative proceedings for fiscal years 1984 through 1988, includ- 
ing information on the prevailing parties and types of complaints. in 
total and for each state; 
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9 the number of civil actions for fiscal years 1984 through 1988, including 
information on the prevailing parties and types of complaints, in total 
and for each state; 

l the amount of attorney fees and other costs awarded to prevailing par- 
ties, time spent by those involved in disputes, and expenses incurred by 
parents and educational agencies, from August 1986 through September 
1988, for a selected sample of states; and 

l the experience of educational agencies in a selected sample of states in 
resolving complaints informally from August 1986 through September 
1988. 

We provided an interim briefing to the staffs of the House Education 
and Labor Committee and Senate Labor and Human Resources Commit- 
tee in March 1988, as required by the act. The briefing covered fiscal 
years 1984-87 data received from the 25 states that had responded to 
our request for information at the time. In view of the limited impact the 
attorney fees provision appeared to be having at the time of our March 
1988 briefing, the requesters’ offices agreed to delay detailed field work 
in a selected sample of states for 1 or 2 years, but requested that we 
continue collecting fiscal years 1984-87 data from the remaining states 
and also collect similar data for fiscal year 1988 as required by the act. 

We also provided a final briefing to the staffs from the same committees 
on September 22, 1989. At that briefing the requesters’ offices agreed 
that there was no need for GAO to do the additional detailed field work 
required by the Handicapped Children’s Protection Act. This briefing 
report summarizes the information obtained for the first two parts of 
the mandated study and satisfies GAO’S reporting requirement under 
Public Law 99-372. 
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Figure 2: 

GAQ Methodology 

l Mail survey of all states 

l Assistance -from state special 
education directors 

l Telephone survey of state 
officials to assess data 
quality 

l Nationwide data for fiscal 
years 1984-88 

To obtain the information, we developed a questionnaire with the assis- 
tance of the National Association of State Directors of Special Educa- 
tion. We sent the questionnaires to the directors of special education for 
the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The data requested covered a 
5-fiscal-year period (Oct. 1983 through Sept. 1988) and included 

. the number of administrative hearings scheduled; 

. the number of administrative decisions, how often parents prevailed, 
and whether they were represented by attorneys; 

l the type and number of complaints cited in administrative decisions and 
how frequently parents prevailed in them; 
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l the kind and number of complaints that were appealed; and 
l the number of court decisions, including the type and number of com- 

plaints cited and how often parents prevailed in them. 

We also requested information on the amount of attorney fees paid 
under EHA in fiscal years 1987 and 1988. We did this to obtain some 
perspective on the availability of state data on attorney fees awarded 
and the amount of these awards. 

Further, we conducted a follow-up national telephone survey of the 
state directors to determine how the states obtained the data they 
reported on administrative hearings and court cases, and their degree of 
confidence in the data’s completeness. All 50 states and the District of 
Columbia responded to the telephone survey. The state directors were 
generally confident of the quality of the data provided to our office. 

We performed our data collection and analysis in two phases. We 
obtained the data for fiscal years 1984-87 from November 1987 through 
May 1988. Between January and July 1989, we followed up with a sec- 
ond questionnaire to obtain (1) the data for fiscal year 1988 and 
(2) information on attorney fee awards to parents for fiscal years 1987 
and 1988. 

We were unable to verify the information provided by the states 
because of time constraints except, as mentioned, to obtain their opin- 
ions about the quality of the data. Otherwise, we conducted our work in 
accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. 
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Figure 3: 

GAQ Overview of Findings 

l More issues being settled 
informally by parents and 
schools 

l Increased representation by 
attorneys in administrative 
hearings 

l Complete information on 
attorney fee awards 
unavailable from states 

Tendency to Settle 
Disputes Informally 

With the exception of fiscal year 1987, the number of administrative 
hearings scheduled rose each year during the 5-year period, from 2.649 
in 1984 to 3,426 in 1988, a 29-percent increase. Somewhat less than half 
of the overall increase has taken place since passage of the Handicapped 
Children’s Protection Act of 1986. (See fig. 4.) Because the upward trend 
began before the enactment of Public Law 99-372, it is unclear w htat her 
the increase since the passage of the 1986 act can be attributed to it. 
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Figure 4: 

GM Administrative Hearings 
Scheduled and Decisions 
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The number of administrative decisions issued by hearing officers was 
relatively stable over the 5-year period. Overall, there was a 4-percent 
increase, from 1,665 administrative decisions in fiscal year 1984 to 
1,736 in 1988, with somewhat less than half of the increase occurring 
since the act’s passage. (See fig. 4.) There was considerable variation 
among the states, however, in the number of written administrative 
hearing decisions issued. For example, they ranged from none in three 
states-Kansas, Kentucky, and Nevada-to 536 in New York in fiscal 
year 1988. Most states had 10 or fewer administrative decisions. (See 
fig. 5.) 
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Figure 5: 

w Administrative Decisions in 
Each State (Fiscal Year 1988) 

1 

The number of administrative hearing decisions that were appealtd and 
resulted in decisions by civil courts averaged about 60 annually. Civil 
action decisions declined from 62 (1984) to 46 (1988), after reaching a 
high of 78 in 1987. These numbers are so small compared to the number 
of administrative decisions that caution should be used in trying to dis- 
cern a trend in these data. 

Our analysis also shows that although both the number of admnustra- 
tive hearings scheduled and administrative decisions increased over the 
5-year period, administrative decisions as a percentage of scheduled 
hearings declined from 63 percent in fiscal year 1984 to 51 perc‘tbnt rn 
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Figure 6: 

GM Hearings Scheduled Resulting 
in Administrative Decisions 
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1988. (See fig. 6.) This downward trend suggests that parents and school 
districts increasingly have resolved disputes informally between the 
time administrative hearings are scheduled and the time they actually 
take place. 

Issues Involved in 
Administrative 
Decisions and 
Civil Actions 

Disagreements over educational placement were the most frequent sub- 
ject of complaints between parents and school districts in each of the 
five years we studied. Overall, they accounted for about 38 percent of 
all disputes in both administrative hearings and civil actions. The other 
categories of complaints varied in their relative frequency betwwn 
administrative hearings and civil actions. (See fig. 7.) 
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Figure 7: 

GAQ Issues in Administrative 
Hearings and Civil Actions 

L-J Adminirtadve hewn@ 

In conjunction with congressional staff and the National Association of 
State Directors of Special Education, we developed five categories of 
complaints used in our survey of state special education directors. They 
were: 

l Eligibility and Identification. This category included complaints con- 
cerning eligibility determination, disability determination, reevaluation, 
and handicapped/nonhandicapped issues. 

. Appropriateness of Special Educational Services. This category included 
issues related to the nature, content, scope, and extent of instructional 
services that the child receives in the classroom. 
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l Related Services. This category involved complaints about services 
related to a handicapped child’s education, such as transportation, sup- 
port services, medical and counseling services, and physical therapy. 

l Placement. This category included all complaints concerning where the 
child is to be educated. Specific placement issues involve questions of 
the least restrictive educational environment, public or private school, 
residential or day programs, and any changes in the child’s educational 
setting. 

l Procedural Issues. This category included administrative issues directly 
related to the child, such as lack of timely evaluations or delays in the 
child’s placement. Also included were issues related to the due process 
procedure itself, such as delays in scheduling a hearing, impartiality of 
hearing officers, and improper disclosures of evidence. 
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Special Education: The Attorney Fees 
Provision of Public Law 99-372 

Fiaure 6: 

Parents as Prevailing Parties in 
Disputes With School Districts 

n 

i 
Parents were the successful parties in about 43 percent of all complaints 
in administrative hearings and civil actions over the 5-year study 
period. Year-to-year fluctuations were small. Parents’ success rates 
varied with the kind of disagreement they had with school districts. For 
example, parents prevailed in about 55 percent of the complaints in 
administrative hearings that involved procedural issues but in only 32 
percent of eligibility and identification issues. Differences in parents’ 
success rates among the categories of complaints in civil action demions 
were less pronounced. (See fig. 8.) 
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Special Education: The Attorney Feerr 
Provision of Public Law 99-372 

Figure 9: 

w Percent of Parents 
Represented by Attorneys 
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Fiscal years 

Parents Are 
Increasingly 
Represented by 
Attorneys 

As mentioned previously, the number of written administrative hearing 
decisions stayed fairly constant between fiscal years 1984 and 1988. 
(See p. 19.) During the same period, however, parents employed attor- 
neys with increasing frequency to represent them in disputes with 
school districts. The number of administrative hearings resulting in 
administrative decisions for which parents had attorneys increased 
from 680 of 1,665 (41 percent) in fiscal year 1984 to 932 of 1 .i3ti 
(54 percent) in 1988. Because the trend toward increased representation 
by attorneys began before passage of the Handicapped Children’s I’ro- 
tection Act of 1986, it is unclear whether the increase since then can be 
attributed to the act. (See fig. 9.) 
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Figure 10: 

m Parents With Attorneys 
More Likely to Prevail 

Administrative declslonr (percent) 

70 

20 

1984 

Flsoal years 
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Increased Probability There was a noticeable difference in parents’ success rates in adminis- 

of Success With 
Attorney 
Representation 

trative hearings when they were represented by attorneys in their dis- 
putes with school districts. The overall rate at which parents prevailed 
in all or part of administrative decisions stayed relatively constant dur- 
ing the 5-year period we studied, ranging from 42 to 44 percent annu- 
ally. But of those parents who were successful in administrative 
decisions, 59 percent had attorneys. There was, however, considcr>ible 
year-to-year fluctuation. (See fig.10.) 
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Special Education: The Attorney Fees 
Provision of Public Law 99-372 

Complete Information The amount of attorney fees awarded since the passage of the Handi- 

on Attorney Fee 
capped Children’s Protection Act of 1986 is fairly small, as reported to 
us by some state special education directors. However, the act does not 

Awards Unavailable require states to collect such information, and the great majority of 
states had no data on the amount of attorney fees awarded. Thus, we 
were unable to gauge the act’s monetary impact and believe the state 
financial data we obtained significantly understate total annual expend- 
itures. (See table 3.) 

Table 3: Reported Attorney Fee Awards 
(Fiscal Years 1987 and 1988) 

Fiscal year 
1 987a 

Number of states 
collecting data 

13 
Attorney tees paid 

$157,000 --____-__ 
1 988b 14 387,000 

%IX of the 13 states that collected attorney fee data accounted for all reported attorney fees awarded 
Of the other seven states, six reported that no attorney fees were awarded, and one reported that 
although data had been collected, they were not readtly available because of InsuffIcient staff to review 
case files. 

bSeven of the 14 states that collected attorney fee data accounted for all reported attorney fees 
awarded. Of the other seven states, SIX reported that no attorney fees were awarded, and one reported 
that although data had been collected, they were not readily available because of msufflctent staff to 
review case files. 

Although 37 states did not collect data on attorney fees awarded, only 9 
of them reported that in fiscal year 1988 no parents were successful in 
administrative hearings or court actions. The other 28 states reported 
that parents prevailed in all or part of 454 administrative decisions for 
which they had attorney representation and 19 complaints in court deci- 
sions. Presumably, attorney fees were awarded in many of these cases. 
Thus, it is likely that the amount actually paid to parents is considera- 
bly higher than the amount reported to us. 

For example, in responding to our survey, Illinois reported that parents 
who were represented by attorneys prevailed in all or part of 72 admin- 
istrative hearings in fiscal year 1988. However, Illinois reported that it 
does not routinely collect information from the state’s 91 special educa- 
tion districts on attorney fee awards, and the dollar amount of such 
awards was unknown. After responding to our survey, the state’s spe- 
cial education due process coordinator informally canvassed the 9 1 spe- 
cial education districts at our request, to determine whether they had 
paid attorney fees to parents during fiscal year 1988 in connection with 
administrative decisions and/or civil actions under the Handicapped 
Children’s Protection Act. Only three districts responded, but the> 
reported paying a total of about $93,000. (The three awards \vert’ 
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Provision of Public Law 99-372 

$2,500, $20,200, and $70,000.) These data are not included in the 
$387,000 reported in table 3 for fiscal year 1988. 
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Amendix I 

Summary of Requested Data for All States 

Fiscal years 
Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearinas scheduled 2,649 2,832 3,110 3.048 3.426 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in adminrstrative decisions/parents 
prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

1,665 1,592 1,704 1,522 1,736 

62 57 61 78 46 

408/l 35 427/l 64 526/l 61 453/ 140 476/l 59 

379/l 78 379/l 35 379/l 39 363/l 56 5251222 

206/l 01 205/l 10 223/l 06 204/101 303/l 54 

864 /334 77713 19 8431302 7701295 104 l/423 

201/111 190/l 05 253/l 44 181193 4751262 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification 412 1015 1114 1117 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 2517 IS/l0 1816 27112 

Related services 413 817 6/l 1314 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Do states collect data on attorney fees? 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

35/;4 27/t 3 36115 

26/l 3 2219 22110 

57/i9 

32/l 5 

Yes/No/Unk 
1313612 

$156,719 

5/l 
19110 

610 
30/15 

1317 

Yes/No 
l4/37 

$386,903 
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Amendix 11 

&quested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.1: Alabama 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1984 1985 
13 17 
6 5 

0 0 

l/O 4/o 
4/o 2/o 

Fiscal years 
1988 

23 
16 

0 

l/l 
4/l 

1987 1988 
18 20 
7 5 
0 1 

l/l 311 
412 311 

Related services 
-I 

l/l 0;o l/O o/o - l/O 
Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

o/o l/l 919 212 3/o 
o/o o/o 312 211 2/l 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. w o/o o/o o/o l/l 
Related services o/o 010 o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o 010 i/l 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

o/o o/o o/o o/o 
No No 

Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix Ii 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.2: Alaska 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisrons/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

1984 
0 
0 

0 

o/o 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

0 3 0 2 
0 3 0 2 
0 0 0 0 

o/o 2/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o l/l o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o 2/o 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 
Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Yes Yes 
$0 -___~- $0 
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Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.3: Arizona 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 

Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

10 7 4 2 4 -__ 
8 6 4 2 4 --__ 
0 0 1 0 0 

210 l/O o/o 2/o 1 o/7 

o/o o/o 211 o/o 915 ______ 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 1 O/8 

-____ 610 511 311 2/o 1416 

o/o l/O o/o o/o 1319 

____ 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 
o/o 

o/o 
o/o 

l/l 
o/o 

o/o 
o/o 
Yes 

$0 

o/o 
o/o 
Yes 

$0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.4: Arkansas 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 1 6 
Administrative decrsions 1 6 

Civil action decisions 0 0 

Fiscal years 
1988 

4 
4 

1 

1987 1988 
2 23 
2 4 

0 0 
Complaints In administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o 110 o/o 210 211 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o l/O o/o o/o 210 
Related servrces o/o o/o l/l o/o 1 to 
Placement 111 412 3/t o/o 212 
Procedural issues 

Comolaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification o/o 010 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

o/o o/o 110 o/o o/o --~-~ 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 
only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv\ 

Yes Yes 

$8.843 $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.5: California 

Action 1984 1985 

Hearings scheduled 129 158 
Administrative decisions 53 78 

Fiscal years 
1988 

176 
64 

1987 1988 

122 143 
70 43 

Civil action decisions 2 4 2 3 6 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 7/4 1214 1216 815 10/3 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 914 1219 3/l 2/o 5/o 

Related services 1519 1719 1718 2519 11/6 
Placement 35115 49126 34111 37120 25110 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitvlidentification 

19/g 24/l 1 32/16 28/l 5 26114 

o/o l/l o/o l/l l/l 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o 111 o/o o/o o/o 
Related services o/o 111 o/o o/o o/o 
Placement 2/l 313 2/o 312 414 
Procedural issues 2/l 313 l/O 2/l l/l 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Yes Yes 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $33,698 931,500 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.8: Colorado 

Action 1984 
Hearings scheduled 7 

Administrative decisions 5 

Civil action decisions 0 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

4 5 7 3 

5 4 8 3 

0 0 0 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

o/o 111 o/o o/o o/o 
212 o/o 210 o/o l/l __- 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement 512 512 212 816 2/o 
Procedural issues 

Comolaints in civil actions/oarents prevailed: 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

, , 
Eliqibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o O/O 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Yes Yes 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $0 $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.7: Connecticut 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 

Hearings scheduled 65 49 178 162 201 

Administrative decisrons 35 24 39 34 40 

Civil action decisions 2 2 1 1 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification l/O 312 2/o l/l 5/l 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 916 11/7 2019 2119 1318 

Related services l/l l/O 4/l 713 311 

Placement 18/5 713 912 3/O 16110 
- Procedural issues 512 212 l/l l/O 1012 - 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o WJ o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. WJ o/o l/l o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement 2/2 l/l o/o 111 o/o 
Procedural issues o/o l/O o/o o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1996 only) Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.8: Delaware 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1984 
3 
1 

2 

o/o 

111 

o/o 
o/o 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 ~~ 

1 1 1 6 -___~ 
0 0 1 1 
1 0 1 0 

o/o o/o o/o l/O 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o -___~ o/o 
l/l o/o l/l o/o 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

____ 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement 210 o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues o/o l/O o/o l/l o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.9: District of Columbia 

Action 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 151 292 231 155 247 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

69 118 117 80 171 

2 4 8 14 3 

Eligibility/identification 42121 81145 113150 76/36 19118 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 23/l 1 38119 47119 2518 56150 
Related services 22/l 1 33/l 5 21/11 2118 26/24 

Placement 

Procedural issues 915 915 1513 114/108 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement 011 411 815 13/6 512 
Procedural issues WJ o/o o/o 110 l/O 

Does state collect data on attornev fees? (FYs 1967 & 1988 onlv) No No 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk !§Unk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual Statea 

Table 11.10: Florida 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 53 39 
Administrative decisions 15 16 

Fiscal years 
1988 

23 
13 

1987 1988 
20 49 
10 15 

Civil action decisions 1 1 0 2 1 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification 

Aooropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1 o/o l/O 610 2/o 7/g 
1 IO l/l 2/l 411 1 IO 

Related services l/O o/o o/o 2/o l/O 
Placement 410 12/l 811 6/l 612 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 
o/o 2/1 2/o l/l o/o 

Eliaibilitv/identification o/o o/o o/o 010 o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1968 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 

110 

l/O 

o/o 

l/l 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o o/o 

2/o l/O , ,. -~~ ~~~-o/o 

No No 
$Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table II.1 1: Georgia 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 
Placement 

Procedural issues 

1984 1985 
54 43 
31 27 

0 0 

IO/3 311 
5/l 17/l 
2/l 612 

2613 1714 

o/o l/O 

Fiscal years 
1988 

60 

43 

0 

810 
1415 

6/O 
22/4 

912 

1987 1988 
74 57 

33 19 

0 0 

810 4/O 
2013 410 

411 o/o 
2616 1415 

2/o 12/l 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevail’ ed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o o/o o/o o/o 

010 o/o 010 o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 

o/o 
o/o 
o/o 
o/o 

010 o/o o/o o/o o/o 
No No 

Wnk $Unk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.12: Hawaii 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 
Eligibrlity/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

5 7 3 16 21 
~__ 5 6 3 12 9 

1 2 0 1 1 

l/l l/O l/O 8/O 411 

212 513 212 IO/2 5/l 

o/o l/O 212 211 o/o 

414 l/O o/o 512 413 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 
l/l 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 
212 
o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o -~~__ o/o 
II' l/l 
o/o o/o 
111 l/l .-____ 
o/o o/o 
Yes Yes 

$23,127 $95,656 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual Statea 

Table 11.13: Idaho 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

1984 
3 

3 

0 

o/o 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

1 0 2 2 

1 0 2 2 

2 0 0 0 

o/o o/o o/o o/o 

o/o 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o o/o 
o/o o/o 
WJ o/o 
o/o o/o 
o/o o/o 
Yes Yes 

$0 ___ $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.14: Illinois 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

1984 1985 
410 463 
248 230 

15 7 

1817 28123 

71139 70138 

911 1619 
108/48 89/60 
42122 27112 

o/o o/o 
511 o/o 
111 411 

814 311 
814 212 

Fiscal years 
1988 

421 
236 

6 

25/l 0 

44112 

1715 
128149 
22/l 2 

110 
3/o 
110 
413 
211 

1987 
453 
210 

7 

2519 

56120 

23110 
88134 

1817 

o/o 
211 
110 
511 
4/O 

No 
$Unk 

1988 
462 
214 

1 

101/33 

1371% 

841% 
147157 -__ 
170165 

o/o 
o/o 
I/o -- 
o/o 
o/o 

No 

Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requeeted Data for Individual States 

Table 11.15: Indiana 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 18 30 

Administrative decisions 8 22 

Civil action decisions 1 1 

Fiscal years 
1966 

52 
21 

1 

1987 1986 
57 34 
28 27 

1 2 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
Related services 

41a 2P ll/ 141 41a 
4P 41 v 17/a IO/” 

W 81” 31” 31” Of” 
Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

6/ 1 6ja 17/a 221” 1 o/a 

W OP W OP 31 

Eliqibility/identification l/O o/o l/O o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o 110 o/o o/o l/O 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o l/O l/O 

Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1986 only) 

aNot available. 

No No 

Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.16: Iowa 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1986 1967 1966 
Hearings scheduled 

Adminrstrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints tn civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibrlitylidentification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

4 5 11 7 13 
4 5 11 7 13 
0 0 0 4 3 

o/o l/O l/l 2/1 813 
413 4/g 1113 513 715 
4/3 212 511 l/O 615 
413 210 1 o/2 413 613 
010 o/o o/o 312 714 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o 1 o/o 3/o 

o/o o/o o/o 4/o 3/o 

o/o o/o o/o 1 o/o 3/o 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Does state collect data on attorney fees? 

(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Yes Yes 

$0 $27,128 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.17: Kansas 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

1984 
3 
3 

0 

Fiscal years 
1985 1986 1987 1988 

7 10 5 0 ____ 
7 9 5 0 --- 
1 1 0 0 --___~ 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 
o/o 
o/o 

3/l 

l/O 

o/o 

o/o 
o/o 
o/o 

o/o 

l/O 
o/o 
110 
4/2 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 
o/o 

l/l 

o/o 

512 

212 
111 
913 
o/o 

l/O 

o/o 
o/o 

l/O 

o/o 

____~ 
o/o o/o -___ 
o/o o/o 
o/o o/o __-______ 
513 o/o 
l/O o/o 

o/o o/o 
o/o o/o ---__ 
w o/o -~ 
l/O o/o 
o/o o/o 
No No -~____ -. .__ 

Wnk a-l 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.18: Kentucky 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1965 1966 1967 1966 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

8 13 16 13 8 
7 7 7 6 0 
0 0 1 0 0 

3/3 111 513 l/O ~__-~ o/o 
515 111 4/4 3/g o/o 
211 ‘11 3/l 110 o/o 
714 612 6/3 l/O o/o 
l/l 212 o/o o/o o/o 

-__ 
o/o o/o '11 o/o o/o 
o/o o/o l/l o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

No No 

$0 $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.19: Louisiana 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1986 1987 1968 
Hearings scheduled 4 2 12 18 2 
Administrative decisions 4 0 12 17 - ~~~~ ----1 
Civil action decisions 0 0 0 1 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification l/l o/o 211 l/O o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o 312 3/l o/o 
Related services o/o o/o 2/o 212 o/o 
Placement 3/o o/o 7/g 1314 l/O 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o 212 010 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services WJ o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 81 1988 only) Unk No 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.20: Maine 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Admrnistrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1984 1985 
15 31 
4 9 
0 0 

l/O 211 
211 614 

Fiscal years 
1986 

44 

16 
0 

5/4 
13110 

1987 1968 -___ 
43 38 
11 12 - 
0 1 ---_ 

412 l/1 ~__- 
816 W 

Related services l/O 414 3/t 212 411 
Placement 211 3/2 8/2 413 -3/1 ____ 
Procedural issues l/l o/o l/l o/o l/O 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: -__ 
Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o WJ l/O ~-.--.-_ 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o l/O -__ 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o l/O 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o ~~___.__ 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Yes Yes ..--__ 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $44,833” $ll3,347a 

aAmount of attorney fees includes school districts’ costs for school attorneys. State education agency 
had Insufficient information available to separate attorney costs for school districts and parents 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.21: Maryland 
Fiscal vears 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 146 162 162 130- 233 
Administrative decisions 99 120 127 80 65 
Civil action decisions 1 1 2 3 2 
Complaints in admrnistrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification g/3 1515 2016 10/5 613 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 17/B 16110 29/l 8 23113 11/l 

Related services 914 511 1519 513 1014 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actionskoarents prevailed: 

61125 59125 45/l 8 3718 53/l 4 
18/11 38/26 50135 24114 1117 

Eliaibilitv/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
l/O l/l 210 3/O 210 
o/o o/o l/O l/O o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 811988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Yes 

$41,718 

Yes 

$45,188 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.22: Massachusetts 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Fiscal years 
1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 

285 306 308 373 374 

80 90 52 24 51 
0 3 3 1 1 

o/o 514 2/l o/o 717 _ _. 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 
Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

17;4 
I .,- -- 

26/l 8 1012 o/o 28115 

36/l 0 19114 12110 o/o 514 
917 62137 29/l 5 23/13 33117 

313 513 1318 o/o 1519 ~___ 

Eligibility/identification o/o 3/g o/o o/o l/O 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o 012 211 l/l l/l 
Related services o/o 012 o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o 3/l 2/l l/l o/o 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

o/o l/l l/O o/o 
No 

&Ink 

l/l 
No 

Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.23: Michigan 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 16 11 11 8 26 
Administrative decisions 39 30 29 22 24 

Civil action decisions 0 0 0 0 1 __--- 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 91 W’ 71 31a 4P 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 131 12/a 1 o/a 4fa ---a/a 

Related services a a a d - -a 

Placement 191 13/a 131 111" ‘31” 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o -__~ a 

Complarnts in civil actions/parents prevailed: ..___ 
Eligibility/identification a a a a a 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. a a a a a 

Related services a a a a a 

Placement a a a a a 

Procedural issues a a a a a 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No --~__ 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk Wnk 

=Not avadable. 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.24: Minnesota 

Action 1984 
Hearings scheduled 3 

Administrative decisions 1 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

7 8 lo 6 __-- 
5 2 7 4 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

0 0 0 1 0 

o/o l/O l/O 2/o 2/l 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/O 3/o 2/o 4/l o/o 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

o/o o/o o/o l/l WJ 
o/o 2/o 2/o 412 212 
o/o o/o o/o 011 o/o 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o l/l o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1989 only) 

Attornev fees awarded fFYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

No 
Wnk 

No 
Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.25: Mississippi 

Action 1984 

Hearings scheduled 8 

Administrative decisions 8 

Civil action decisions 2 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

8 10 5 15 
8 10 5 4 

1 0 0 0 
molaints in administrative decisions/oarents orz 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

6/O 812 712 50 3/1 

211 o/o 4/f o/o o/o 
. 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 

212 
o/o 

o/o 
l/l 

o/o 

o/o 
o/o 

o/o 

o/o o/o 
o/o o/o 
o/o 010 
No No 

$Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.28: Missouri 

Related services 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 

Administratrve decrsions 
Cavil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1984 1985 
11 17 

11 16 
0 1 

412 l/l 
614 311 

Fiscal years 
1988 

13 

10 
2 

514 
412 

1987 
9 

8 
0 

212 
212 

~~- 

1988 
12 

10 

1 

w 
212 

814 

l/l 4/l 

611 312 

l/l o/o 

3/o 

o/o 

412 
~-~ 514 512 712 3/l 2/l 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civrl actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o a2 o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural Issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded fFYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 
l/O 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

212 

o/o o/o 
o/o o/o 

o/o -ip 

o/o o/o 
No No 

$Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.27: Montana 

Action 1984 
Hearings scheduled 3 

Administrative decisions 3 

Civil action decrsions 0 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

2 0 4 4 --_.- 
2 0 4 3 

1 0 0 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

l/O 210 o/o o/o o/o 
l/O 2/o o/o 4/g 4/o 
l/O o/o o/o 2/o ~~~~ 1 IO 

Placement l/O 2/o o/o 4/o 2/o 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 
110 210 o/o 4/g l/O 

Elioibilitv/identification o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o l/O o/o o/o o/o 
Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

l/O 

l/O 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 
Yes 

50 

o/o 
o/o 

o/o 
Yes 

$0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.28: Nebraska 

Action 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1988 

~~~~- 

1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 7 6 22 12 10 
Admrnistrative decisrons 2 3 15 6 4 ~--__ 
Civil action decrsions 0 0 0 0 0 
Complaints In administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o 210 o/o 2/o 2/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 
o/o o/o o/o 2/l 111 ___--- ~__ 
l/l o/o o/o 010 010 

Placement l/O l/l 15/o 2/l l/O 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o 111 

Complarnts in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification a a a d a 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. a a a a a 

Related services a a a a a 

Placement a a a d a 

Procedural issues a a a a a 

Does state collect data on attornev fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) No No 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk Wnk 

aNot available. 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.29: Nevada 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 7 5 6 3 5 
Administrative decisions 2 2 2 2 0 
Civil action decisions 0 0 0 0 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o 010 o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services o/o 2/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement 212 o/o 2/o 2/2 010 -- ~~__ 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification WJ o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.30: New Hampshire 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 30 13 36 40 92 
Adminrstrative decisrons 15 7 18 20 22 
Civil action decisions a a a a a 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 411 2/o 3/g 210 513 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/l l/O l/O l/l 15/11 

Related services o/o o/o o/o l/l 613 
Placement II/5 413 13/12 g/5 15/10 

Procedural issues l/O o/o 110 o/o l/O 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification a a a a a 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. a a a a a 

Related services a a a a a 

Placement a a a a a 
-.__ 

Procedural issues a a a a a 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) NO No 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk &Ink 

aNot available. 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.31: New Jersey 

Action 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

52 72 80 94 128 - ---______ 
35 35 23 52 37 

0 0 1 5 0 __~____ 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
Related services 
Placement 

1412 1213 912 1915 19/i 

1216 913 912 g/4 W’ --__ 
613 414 3/l 613 1218 -I - 

1 s/7 1917 1516 37/l 7 2618 

Related services 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

4/3 

o/o 

5f2 

o/o o/o 

o/o l/O 

l/l 010 

4/l 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o l/O o/o 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1986 
only) 

o/o o/o l/l 2/o 010 

o/o o/o o/o 212 o/o 

No No 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1968 only) Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.32: New Mexico 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 0 0 3 2 1 

Administrative decisions 0 0 3 2 1 

Civil action decisions 0 0 0 0- 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o l/O ~~______. 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o 2/o l/O 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 
Placement o/o o/o o/o 2/o o/o 
Procedural issues w o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o WJ o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o - o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $0 $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.33: New York 

Action 
Hearings scheduleda 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decrsions 

Complaints In administrative decisions/parents 
prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

1984 1985 
553 394 
553 394 

5 10 

208162 161139 

74143 42126 

49/35 37125 

Fiscal years 
1988 

449 
449 

6 

196/46 

26/l 1 

49/31 

1987 1988 
489 538 
489 536 

11 7 

193157 162149 

46131 47117 

56/38 38134 

Placement 359/i 60 266;98 267/i 09 278/i 15 340/i 39 

Procedural issues 64139 44130 65145 4613 1 34118 -- -______ 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification l/O l/l l/l 413 o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/O 311 l/l 616 l/l 
Related services o/o l/l 2/l 513 o/o 
Placement l/O 3/o 412 717 o/o 
Procedural issues 312 VI 412 915 2/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk Wnk 

alnformatron on hearings scheduled was available for fiscal year 1988 only. For study purposes we 
assumed the number of hearrngs scheduled was at least as great as the number of written declslons 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.34: North Carolina 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 

Civil action decisions 

1984 1985 
13 9 

11 7 

0 0 

Fiscal years 
1988 

22 

6 

1 

1987 1988 
13 24 

7 24 

0 0 

Complaints in administrative decisrons/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o 411 412 
3/o ~~~ ---. ~~~~7/3 

Related services l/l o/o 211 o/o 210 
Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Aopropriate spec. ed. svcs. . . , 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o 111 o/o o/o 
Procedural issues 010 o/o o/o O/o 010 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No ~~ ..-__ 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.35: North Dakota 

Action 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1986 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 3 3 1 1 4 

Administrative decisions 0 1 1 0 2 

Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

0 0 0 0 0 

Elioibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o l/i 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/O l/l o/o l/l 212 
Related services l/l o/o o/o o/o O/O 
Placement 212 o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues l/l o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

o/o o/o o/o o/o O/O 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o .~__ 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

o/o 

o/o 

o/o 
o/o 

o/o 
o/o 
No 

Wnk 

o/o - --..-__ 
o/o 
No -- - .~__ 

Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.36: Ohio 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 12 20 
Administrative decisions 8 15 

Fiscal years 
1986 

24 

19 

1987 1986 
24 30 --~- 
16 30 

Civil action decisions 1 

Complaints In adminrstratrve decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligrbility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

71 

a 
4ia 

21 
21 

OP 

1P 

lia 

W 

11 

81 
51a 

W 
71a 

41a 

OP 

1P 

W 

01 

lla 

16ja 

W 
v 

4/ 

31a 

OJ 

01 

1P 

01 

OP 

~~---_ 
61” ap 
wa 11/a 

31” 31” 
41 91” 7,a --__-. ---4/” 

-__ 

01 li” 
OP Of” 

01 01” 
1/= 01” 

li” W 
No No 

$Unk Wnk 

aNot available 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.37: Oklahoma 

Action 19 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

64 

79 

10 
1 

Fiscal years 
1986 

135 

33 
3 

1987 1986 
130 134 

18 45 
1 1 

1985 
126 

17 
1 

Eligibility/identification l/l 615 ‘514 ‘1’ W 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 313 413 1315 912 28/l i 
Related services 515 7/5 814 10/5 25/l 1 
Placement 4/o 812 1614 4/l 1212 

Procedural issues 1;1 313 l/O o/o o/o 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
o/o l/O l/O l/O 010 
l/l o/o o/o o/o l/O - _ - - 

Related services l/l o/o l/O WJ l/U 
^ .^ .^ ^ ,^ ^ .^ 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attornev fees awarded lFYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

WJ 

l/O 

l/U 

l/O 

u/u U/U 

l/l 110 
No No 

$Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual Statea 

Table 11.38: Oregon 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 10 10 

Administrative decisions 6 4 

Fiscal years 
1986 

16 

6 

1987 1988 
35 17 

6 14 

Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1 0 2 4 0 

311 2/l 511 2/l 2/l 
5/o 3/o 5/o 612 3/o 

Related services 2/o o/o 110 o/o 3/o 
Placement 3/o l/O 912 412 1016 
Procedural issues o/o o/o 1 IO l/l 4/l 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibility/identification o/o o/o o/o l/O o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/O o/o o/o 2/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o l/O o/o 
Placement o/o o/o l/O 2/o o/o 

Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o l/l o/o 
Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Yes Yes 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $4,500 $22,959 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.39: Pennsylvania 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 134 129 

Administrative decisions 57 63 

Fiscal years 
1986 

156 
63 

1987 1968 
192 151 
55 119 

Civil action decisions 2 1 2 3 2 
Complarnts in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

1 o/5 1515 17/l 1413 2116 

1717 2618 2519 ll/ll 28114 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

511 4~2 1 o/4 713 1414 

2414 1817 1117 2017 97134 

l/O o/o o/o 3/l -- 814 

Eligibility/identification 111 l/l o/o a2 o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

111 
o/o 
o/o 
o/o 

211 l/O 
l/O o/o 
l/O l/O 
o/o l/O 

No No 
$Unk -- Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.40: Rhode Island 

Action 
Hearings scheduled 

Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related servrces 
Placement 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

1984 1965 
26 21 

22 19 

1 0 

312 3/l 

814 10/S 

312 211 
614 2/o 
o/o ‘IO 

Fiscal years 
1986 

21 

18 
0 

211 
11/6 

411 
110 
o/o 

1987 1968 
26 33 

23 22 
0 0 

612 Unk/Unk 
1418 Unk/Unk 

211 l/Unk 
l/O 3/Unk 

o/o Unk/Unk 

Eligibility/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. l/O o/o o/o o/o w 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

o/o 
o/o 

o/o 
O/O 

0;o 
o/o 

0;o 0;o 
o/o o/o 

No No 
Wnk $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual Statea 

Table 11.41: South Carolina 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Heannas scheduled 0 6 16 4 4 
Administrative decisions 0 6 16 4 4 ~.._ ~~~ 
Civil action decisions 0 2 1 0 0 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification o/o o/o o/o 212 010 
Aooropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o 4/o 62 o/o 210 
Related services o/o 414 f3/0 o/o o/o 
Placement 
Procedural issues 

o/o 210 1012 412 2/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 

Comolaints in cavil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

o/o l/O o/o 
212 o/o o/o 

o/o 
o/o 

l/O o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o o/o Procedural issues o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 i 1988 only) 

No No 

Wnk $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data Por Individual States 

Table 11.42: South Dakota 

Action 1984 1985 
Hearings scheduled 20 19 

Administrative decisions 1 7 

Fiscal years 
1988 

16 

1 

1987 1988 
12----- 19 

0 1 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

0 0 0 0 0 

.-____ 
‘0 414 l/l o/o o/o ~ ~~-. 
Q/O o/o o/o o/o 010 

Related services O/Q l/l O/O o/o o/o 
Placement 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification O/Q O/Q O/O o/o o/o 

O/Q O/Q Q/Q O/Q o/o ---- __- 
Q/Q Q/Q Q/O O/Q Q/O -- .~ 
o/o o/o o/o O/O o/o 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlvl 

Q/Q Q/O Q/Q o/o o/o ~- 
No No 
$0 $0 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data Por Individual States 

Table 11.43: Tennessee 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 10 24 16 26 21 

Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

10 18 13 10 12 
0 1 2 1 1 

Eligibility/identification Q/Q 211 l/l l/l 2/l 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. O/Q 511 l/Q 4J3 916 
Related services Q/Q l/l 212 l/l 8J6 
Placement o/o IO/2 913 413 1116 
Procedural issues O/Q Q/O o/o o/o 4/4 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
Q/Q O/Q Q/Q Q/O O/Q 
o/o o/o o/o l/l l/O 

Related services Q/O Q/Q Q/O Q/Q l/Q 
Placement O/Q Q/Q l/l Q/O QJO 
Procedural issues Q/Q l/l l/Q O/O O/O 

Does state collect data on attornev fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk Wnk 
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Appendh If 
Requested Data Por Individual Statea 

Table 11.44: Texas 

Action 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 61 57 61 42 44 
Administratrve decisions 57 54 55 37 19 
Civil action decisrons 1 0 2 3 1 

Comolaints in admrnistrative decisronsJparents prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification 3/Q 3/Q l/Q 4/o 7J4 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 712 5/l 912 614 1616 

Related services 612 2/Q 512 613 513 
Placement 18/l 1417 712 812 1516 

Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 
Eligibility/identification 

ADDroDrlate SDec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

211 412 O/Q ‘IQ l/O 

Q/Q Q/Q Q/Q Q/O 1 to A 
o/o o/o 211 O/O o/o 

O/Q O/o 
Placement Q/Q Q/Q Q/Q l/Q Q/O 
Procedural issues Q/Q Q/Q O/Q l/Q Q/Q 

Does state collect data on attornev fees? (FYs 1987 81 1988 only) No No 

Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Wnk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Lndividual States 

Table 11.46: Vermont 
Fiscal years 

Action 1964 1965 1966 1967 1966 
Hearings scheduled 36 22 30 24 19 
Administrative decisrons 17 6 8 6 2 
Civil action decisions 1 0 0 0 2 _-~~~~~ ~~~ 
Complarnts in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 413 l/l 413 313 l/l 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 313 212 o/o 4/4 212 
Related services 414 311 111 o/o 010 
Placement 615 o/o 20 514 212 
Procedural issues 412 212 2/l 412 212 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 111 010 o/o O/O o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o 212 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o 010 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o 212 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o 212 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Yes Yes 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.47: Virginia 

Action 
Heannqs scheduled 

1964 1965 
115 120 

Fiscal years 
1966 

113 

1967 1968 
- 86 82 

Administrative decisions 69 66 66 45 58 
Civil action decisions 

Comolaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

18 6 7 7 6 __..-__ 

Eliaibilitv/identification 1415 29/l 3 23/l 1 15/l 1918 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 24112 1619 11/5 515 1414 

Related services 4/f 717 713 312 1819 ______ 
Placement 45/l 5 37116 43114 35/l 7 44/19 

Procedural issues o/o o/o 19112 1 O/8 23110 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

o/o o/o l/O o/o o/o 
1212 412 3/O 111 5/4 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Placement 13/3 312 3/o o/o 614 

Procedural issues 1 o/5 411 513 7/4 413 
Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attornev fees awarded tFYs 1987 & 1988 onlv) 

No 

$Unk 
No 

Wnk 
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Appendix Jl 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.48: Washinaton 

Actian 1984 1985 
Fiscal years 

1986 1987 1988 . .-_.-.. ~~~~ ~~.~_ 
Hearings scheduled 8 38 37 35 27 ~.~ ~.- 
Administrative decisions 10 7 17 9 10 
Civil action decisions 0 1 1 1 0 

:isions/parents prevailed: Complaints In administrative dec 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 
714 212 3/o 
512 210 a/o 311 711 ~~. ~_.- - _ _ - 

2/o 

Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Elioibilitv/identification 

610 z/u WJ 41' 

410 3/o 11/o 610 
60 l/O 2/o o/o 

o/o l/l l/O O/O 

o/o 

O/O 1 II 
o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 
Placement 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
o/o o/o o/o l/O o/o .___... - 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

0;o o/o 0;o o/o 010 
No No 

$Unk Wnk 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.49: West Virginia 

Action 
Hearinas scheduled 

1984 1985 
18 26 

Fiscal years 
1986 

33 

1987 1988 
24 19 

12 6 11 6 15 
0 0 0 1 0 

o/o o/o l/l l/O 312 

Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 
Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

Eliaibilitv/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 812 2/o 7/o 4/l 512 
Related services 311 3/l 513 o/o l/l 
Placement 3/o o/o 3/l 210 g/2 
Procedural issues o/o o/o l/O o/o o/o 

Comblaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 onlvl 

a a a a a 
a a a a a 

a a a a a 

a a a 1P a 

a a a a a 

No No 

$Unk Wnk 

aNot available 
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Appendix II 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.50: Wisconsin 
Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1988 1987 1988 
Hearings scheduled 18 13 13 11 7 

Administrative decisions 17 10 8 9 6 
Civil action decrsions 1 2 3 0 1 

Complaints In administrative decrsrons/parents prevarled: 

Eligrbility/identrfication 412 211 4/o- 511 l/’ 

Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. g/2 312 3/O 614 312 

Related services 111 o/o o/o 211 ljl 

Placement 8/l 3/l 2/l 4/o 3/J 

Procedural issues 814 713 511 413 o/c 
Complaints in civrl actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification o/o l/l l/O o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o l/O o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement l/O o/o 2/o o/o 110 
Procedural issues o/o l/O 210 o/o o/o 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) No No 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) $Unk- Wnk 
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Appendix XI 
Requested Data for Individual States 

Table 11.51: Wyoming 

Action 
Hearinqs scheduled 

1984 
7 

Fiscal years 
1985 1988 1987 1988 

10 7 4 8 
Administrative decisions 0 0 1 2 3 
Civil action decisions 

Comblaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 

0 0 0 0 0 

Elioibilitv/identification o/o o/o o/o o/o l/O 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o 211 o/o 
Related services o/o o/o l/l o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o 2/o 
Procedural issues o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 010 o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Appropriate spec. ed. svcs. o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Related services o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Placement o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

ztornev fees awarded (FYs 1987 81 1988 onlv) 

o/o o/o o/o o/o o/o 
No No 

$Unk $0 
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Appendix III 

List of Data for Figures 

Table 111.1: Administrative Hearings 
Scheduled and Decisions (Data for Fig 4) 

Fiscal year 
Administrative hearings 

scheduled Written decisions 

1987 3,048 1.522 

Table 111.2: Administrative Decisions and 
Ratio of Handicapped Children to 
Administrative Decisions in Each State Administrative 

Ratio of handicapped 
children to administrative 

(Fiscal Year 1988) (Data for Fig. 5) State decisions decisions _____~~~_ 
Alabama 5 19.164 1 

Alaska 2 6,423.l 

Arizona 4 13506.1 

Arkansas 4 11.763.1 

California 43 9539:l 

Colorado 3 17347 1 

Connecticut 40 1,611 1 

Delaware 1 14,681 1 

Drstrict of Columbia 171 42 1 

Florida 15 12,948 1 

Georgia 19 4,892.l 

Hawaii 9 

Idaho 2 

Illinois 214 

Indiana 27 

Iowa 

Kansas 

13 

0 

Kentucky 0 

Louisana 1 

Maine 12 

Marvland 65 

1,315 1 

9.568.1 
1 172.1 

3.988 1 
4 340.1 

69,460 1 ~__ 
2,349 1 

1 384 1 

Massachusetts 51 2.856.1 

Michigan 24 

Minnesota 4 

Mississippi 4 

Missouri 10 

6,714 1 

20,742 1 
14,647 1 

9,972 1 

Montana 3 5114' 

Nebraska 4 7613' 

Nevada 0 
xtlnuec 
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Appendix Ill 
List of Data for Pigurea 

State 
Administrative 

Ratio of handicapped 
children to administrative 

decisions decisions 
New Hampshire 22 762.1 

New Jersey 37 4,687 1 

New Mexico 1 31.383.1 

New York 536 538: 1 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

24 4,558:l 

2 6.242:1 

Ohio 30 6,615.l 

Oklahoma 45 1,418:1 

Oregon 14 3,456: 1 

Pennsvlvania 119 1.752:1 
Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

22 

4 18,748:l 

9033 

South Dakota 1 14,420.l 

Tennessee 12 8.191 1 

Texas 19 16,400:1 

Utah 4 11,206: 1 

Vermont 2 6,122:1 

Virginia 58 1,821 :l 

Washinaton 10 7,365:1 

West Virginia 15 3,095:1 

Wisconsin 6 12,995:1 

Wvamina 3 3631:l 

%tate reported that no administrative decisions were issued in fiscal year 1988. For reporting purposes 
we categorized the state as having more than 10,COO handicapped children for each wntten decrsron 

Table 111.3: Administrative Decisions 
Compared to Scheduled Hearings 
(Data for Fig. 6) 

Fiscal year 
1984 

Percentage of scheduled 
hearings resulting in 

administrative decisions 
62.9 

1985 56.2 

1986 54.8 

1987 49.9 

19FB 50.7 

Page 83 GAO/HlUh8@22BB Special Education 



Appendix III 
List of Data for Figures 

Table 111.4: Issues Involved in 
Administrative Hearings and 
Civil Actions (Data for Fig. 7) 

~~ 
Percentage of actions 

Administrative Civil 
Type of complaint hearings actions 

- Ehgibhty and identification 22 8 

Appropriateness of special education services 18 22 

Related services 10 8 

Placement 38--- 38 
_- Procedural issues 12 24 

Table Ill.5 Parents as Prevailing Parties 
in Disputes With School Districts 
(Data for iig. 8) 

Percentage of complaints won 
Administrative Civil 

Type of complaint hearings actions 
Eligibility and identification 32 46 
Appropriateness of special education services 43 43 
Related services 50 hl 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

40 41 

55 47 

Table 111.6: Percent of Parents 
Represented by Attorneys 
(Data for Fig. 9) 

Fiscal year 
1984 
1985 

1986 

1987 
1988 

Percentage of parents 
with attorneys in 

administrative hearings 

40 0 
48 1 

49 1 

487 
53 7 

.-- -___ 
Table 111.7: Parents With Attorneys More 
Likely to Prevail (Data for Fig. IO) Figures in percent 

Parents’ success rate in administrative decisions In which 
parents prevailed 

Fiscal year With attorney V&thou attorney 

1984 48.7 51 3 

1985 65.1 349 

1986 54.3 456 

1987 59.7 40 3 

1988 67.0 53 0 
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Requests for copies of GAO reports should be sent to: 

U.S. General Accounting Office 
Post Office Box 6015 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 

Telephone 202-275-6241 

The first five copies of each report are free. Additional copies are 
$2.00 each. 

There is a 25% discount on orders for 100 or more copies mailed to a 
-single address. 

Orders must be prepaid by cash or by check or money order made 
out to the Superintendent of Documents. 




